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January 30, 2023 

TO:  The Honorable Representative John M. Mizuno, Chair 
  House Committee on Human Services  
    
FROM:  Cathy Betts, Director 
 
SUBJECT: HB 350 – RELATING TO CHILD ABUSE REPORTING. 
 
  Hearing: January 31, 2023, 9:30 a.m. 
    Conference Room 329 & Videoconference, State Capitol 
 

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION:  The Department of Human Services (DHS) supports this 

measure. 

PURPOSE:  The bill establishes that the exemption from mandatory reporting by 

members of the clergy does not apply when the clergy member believes that there exists a 

substantial risk that child abuse or neglect that is especially heinous, atrocious, or cruel, 

manifesting exceptional depravity, may occur in the reasonably foreseeable future. 

DHS appreciates the Legislature's commitment to improving the State's child protection 

and welfare systems.  Given the history of clergy abuse in Hawaii and elsewhere, DHS 

previously opposed any exemption for clergy.  However, this proposal will strengthen Hawaii's 

reporting law as it will require clergy to report when "the clergy member believes that there 

exists a substantial risk that child abuse or neglect that is especially heinous, atrocious, or cruel, 

manifesting exceptional depravity, may occur in the reasonably foreseeable future."     

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this measure. 
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https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=350&year=2023


HB-350 

Submitted on: 1/31/2023 12:17:41 AM 

Testimony for HUS on 1/31/2023 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael Golojuch Jr 

Stonewall Caucus of the 

Democratic Party of 

Hawaii 

Support 
Remotely Via 

Zoom 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Representatives, 

 

The Stonewall Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawai‘i; Hawai‘i’s oldest and largest policy 

and political LGBTQIA+ focused organization fully supports HB 350. 

 

We hope you all will support this important piece of legislation. 

 

Mahalo nui loa, 

 

Michael Golojuch, Jr. 

Chair and SCC Representative 

Stonewall Caucus for the DPH 
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HB-350 

Submitted on: 1/30/2023 11:24:22 AM 

Testimony for HUS on 1/31/2023 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alec Marentic Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support the intent of this bill, though I think it does not go far enough in reducing exemptions 

on mandatory reporting requirements. 
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